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Worthington Historic District 


Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 
Phineas Squires House, 888 Worthington Ridge, c.1790. Phineas Squires, a 
wealthy, prominent resident sold the house in 1811 to Reverend Samuel 
Goodrich, the third pastor of the Second Congregational Church (BCC) and 
father of Samuel Goodrich, the children’s author known as “Peter Parley”. The 
house reflects the changing tastes of its various owners. Built as a typical 18° 
century central hall house, it was probably altered by Goodrich in the mid-19" 
century to add large ground-floor windows and the Greek-Revival portico. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 

The house at 888 Worthington Ridge in Berlin was 
built c. 1890 by Phineas Squires. In 1811 Squires sold the 
house to Rev. Samuel Goodrich (1763-1835), the third pastor 
of the Berlin Congregational Church, serving from 1811 to 
1833. He had previously been the pastor at the Congregational 
Church in Ridgefield for 25 years. Rev. Goodrich was the father 
of Samuel Griswold Goodrich (1793-1860), the children’s 
author who wrote under the name “Peter Parley.” Another son 
was Rev. Charles Goodrich (1790-1862), who was also an 
author of such books as The Child’s History of the United States. According to Catharine M. North’s 
History of Berlin (1916): 
The Rev. Charles A. Goodrich, who was a public-spirited citizen, continued to live on his father’s 
place until 1847, when he removed to Hartford, where he died in 1862. Mr. Goodrich had a 
comfortable study in his south yard where he could be quiet while working on his books. That 
building is now attached to the rear of Mrs. William A. Riley’s house. The house was altered in the 
mid-19th century when the ground floor windows were enlarged and the Greek-Revival entry portico 
was added. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 203 meats 


1790 Phineas Squires current owner: Peter Gacek 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 

1798 current owner: Daniel Peck 
Genealogy 


Phineas Squire built the house in 1800. He sold it in 1811 to Rev Samuel Goodrich, 
3 miinister of Worthington Parish. Rev. Samuel Goodrich (1763-1835), 3 minister 
of Worthington Society, son of Dr Elizur Goodrich. Graduate of Yale in 1783, pastor at Ridgefield 1811- 
1834, pastor at Worthington 1811-1834. Married Elizabeth Ely (1764-1836) daughter of Col John Ely & 
Sarah Worthington. They are buried in Maple Cemetery. Son Samuel Griswold Goodrich author of over 
100 books and published under the name Peter Parley. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or extertor) 


The Phineas Squires house has a five-bay facade with a central entry. 
The entry has plain pilasters and a small flat-roofed portico on fluted 
Doric columns. Above the columns is a wide plain entablature with a 
central molding topped by a molded cornice. The heavy paneled door is 
sidelit. First-floor windows are markedly larger than those on the 
second floor; surround details are obscured by siding. Sash is 

4-over-4 on the first floor, and generally 2-over-2 elsewhere. The 
main roof cornice has two rows of dentils, one larger and widely spaced; 
another, just above is smaller and more closely spaced. There is a late 
cross-gabled projection to the rear. There is a single interior brick 
chimney on the ridge, offset considerably to the right. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! 


This house has undergone considerable alteration, both recently and in 
the 19th century. It was built of substantially remodelled, probably 
around 1800, by Phineas Squires, who historian Catherine North describes 
as "a man of wealth and prominence." Around 1811 it was purchased by 
Reverend: Samuel Goodrich, third pastor of the Second Congregational 
Church and father of children's author "Peter Parley" (Reverend 

Charles A. Goodrich). Goodrich continued to live in the house until he 


moved to Hartford in 1847. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


In addition to its historical significance, the Phineas Squires House is 
architecturally significant as a house which reflects the changing taste 
of its various owners. Probably built as a fairly typical c. 1800 
central hall house, it was probably, altered by Goodrich in the mid-19th 
The large ground-floor windows and the Greek Revival portico 
(continued) 


century. 


North, p. 187. 


Phineas Squires House 
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